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evidence. Any law enforcement officer may ask you to take a test  
when you:
	 •	 Are under arrest for DWI.
	 •	 Refuse to take a pre-arrest breath test.
	 •	 Take and fail a pre-arrest breath test.
	 •	 Are involved in an alcohol-related crash that caused personal   
  injury, property damage, or death.

The pre-arrest breath test can be beneficial to drivers who appear to 
be intoxicated, but are not. Some medical conditions have symptoms 
similar to those associated with intoxication. Law enforcement officers 
will obtain medical assistance for drivers who are ill.

Penalties 
Penalties associated with an alcohol-related revocation of a driver’s 
license include a $680 reinstatement fee and completion of a DWI 
knowledge test, driver’s license application, and a chemical assessment. 
Each offense has unique criminal penalties in addition to administrative 
sanctions, depending on the arrest situation, previous driving violations, 
and criminal record. Penalties will be more severe if the driver: 
	 •	 Has	prior	DWI	arrests.	
	 •	 Has	an	alcohol	concentration	of	0.20	or	above.	
	 •	 Has	a	child	younger	than	16	years	of	age	in	the	vehicle	at	the	time			
  of the stop. 
	 •	 Is	under	21	years	of	age.	
	 •	 Refuses	a	pre-arrest	breath	test.

A driver who is found to have an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or above, 
or who refuses to take a test to determine an alcohol concentration, 
will receive a seven-day temporary license. At the end of the seven-day 
period, the offender’s driver’s license will be revoked.

First Offense
	 •	 Minimum	of	90-day	revocation	(30	days	if	individual	pleads	guilty		
  to DWI).
	 •	 No	work	permit	will	be	issued	until	a	15	day	revocation	period	has		
  passed, and until reinstatement requirements have been met.
	 •	 90	days	in	jail	and/or	$1,000	fine.

Second Offense
	 •	 Minimum	180-day	license	revocation	if	second	offense	occurred		 	
  within 10 years of the first offense.
	 •	 A	work	permit	will	be	issued	when	half	the	revocation	time	has		 	
  passed and reinstatement requirements have been met.
	 •	 One	year	in	jail	and/or	$3,000	fine.
	 •	 License	plates	are	impounded.
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Third Offense
	 •	 Loss	of	license	for	a	minimum	of	one	year.
	 •	 No	work	permit	will	be	issued	until	a	minimum	of	one	year	has		 	
  passed, and all reinstatement requirements have been met.
	 •	 License	is	cancelled.
	 •	 Treatment	and	rehabilitation	(proof	of	abstinence	for	a	minimum 
  of one year), and lifetime abstinence is required after reinstatement.
	 •	 One	year	in	jail	and/or	$3,000	fine.
	 •	 Vehicle	is	forfeited	and	license	plates	are	impounded.
	 •	 Jail	or	maximum	bail	and	electronic	monitoring.

Felony DWI 
You may be charged for a felony DWI if you are arrested for: a fourth 
DWI in a 10-year period; have previously been convicted of a felony 
DWI; have been convicted of criminal vehicular homicide while under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs. A fourth offense may result in a loss 
of license for four years and until rehabilitation and other reinstatement 
requirements are met. The criminal penalties for felony DWI can include  
a sentence of up to seven years in prison with a five-year conditional 
release and a $14,000 fine. 

Underage Drinking — No Tolerance Rule
The legal age to buy and drink alcohol in Minnesota is 21. It is illegal  
for a person under age 21 to operate a motor vehicle with any detectable 
amount of alcohol in their system. If convicted of this offense you will 
have your driving privileges suspended for 30 days. A second conviction 
will result in suspension of driving privileges for 180 days.

Commercial Driver’s License and Alcohol  
and Controlled Substances
You will lose your commercial driver’s license for at least one year on  
the first offense if you:
.  •	 Drive a commercial vehicle when your alcohol concentration  
  is 0.04 or more. If your alcohol concentration is less than 0.04,  
  but detectable, you will be put out of service for 24 hours.
.  •	 Drive any vehicle when your alcohol concentration is .08 or higher.
.  •	 Refuse a blood, breath, or urine test while driving any motor vehicle.
 •	 Leave the scene of an accident involving a motor vehicle that  
  you were driving.
	 •	 Use	any	motor	vehicle	to	commit	a	felony.
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If the offense occurs while you are operating a commercial motor vehicle 
that	is	placarded	for	hazardous	materials,	you	will	lose	your	commercial	
driver’s license for at least three years. A second offense will result in 
permanent loss of your commercial driver’s license. Using a commercial 
motor vehicle to commit a felony involving controlled substances will 
result in permanent loss of your commercial driver’s license.

Drivers who have a commercial license and are arrested for impaired 
driving in a passenger vehicle will be unable to obtain a work permit for 
a commercial vehicle during the withdrawal period.

Other Laws Related to Alcohol and 
Controlled Substances
Open Container
It is unlawful to drink, or to have an open container of, any alcoholic 
beverage inside a motor vehicle when it is on a public street or highway.  
It is also unlawful to allow a passenger to drink, or to have an open 
container of, any alcoholic beverage inside a motor vehicle.

Controlled Substances in Motor Vehicles
It is unlawful to use, possess or sell controlled substances in a  
motor vehicle.
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and Index

This chapter will help you locate services and information related  
to driving in Minnesota.

Web Services
Online services and information are available at www.mndriveinfo.org. 
Here’s	a	sample	of	what	you	can	do:
	 •	 Schedule	a	driver’s	road	test.
	 •	 Find	office	locations.
	 •	 Check	to	see	if	your	driving	privileges	are	valid.	
	 •	 File	a	crash	report.
	 •	 Report	the	sale	of	a	vehicle.
	 •	 Renew	your	vehicle	registration.
	 •	 Find	the	location	of	the	office	nearest	to	you.
	 •	 Print	a	driver’s	license	manual.
	 •	 Download	forms	and	information	related	to	driver’s	licenses	and	 
  the operation and ownership of a motor vehicle.
	 •	 Find	approved	driver	education	schools	and	improvement	clinics.

Office Locations
Driver’s license and motor vehicle services are available at more than 
200 locations throughout the state. Office location information is avail-
able 24/7. Visit www.mndriveinfo.org or call 651-297-2005.

Contacts
Email: drivers.licenses@state.mn.us
Road Test Scheduling (Metro Only) ...................................651-284-1000
Office Locations ..................................................................651-297-2005
Driver’s License Information .............................................. 651-297-3298
CDL Information ................................................................ 651-297-5029
Driver Evaluation ................................................................651-296-2025
No-fault Insurance Compliance .......................................... 651-296-2015
Impounded Plates ................................................................ 651-297-5034
Vehicle Registration and Title ............................................. 651-297-2126
Specialty Plates ....................................................................651-297-3166
Automated Services ............................................................651-284-1234
Other ................................................................................... 651-296-6911
Customer	Assistance	for	Hearing-Impaired	 
callers (TTY/TDD) .............................................................651-282-6555
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Other State Services
State Patrol Information Line ..............................................651-201-7100
MnDOT Road Conditions ............................ 511 or visit www.511mn.org
MnDOT Motor Carrier Services ........................................ 651-215-6330

Consumer Information
Attorney General’s Office ................................................... 651-296-3353 
Toll-free .............................................................................. 800-657-3787 
TTY for hearing impaired .................................................. 651-297-7206 
Toll-free .............................................................................. 800-366-4812
Web site: www.ag.state.mn.us/consumer

Voter Registration
You may register to vote at the same time you apply for a driver’s license  
or identification card. Simply check the voter registration box on the driver’s 
license application and sign your name. Applications submitted within 30 
days prior to election day may not be included on the voter roster.

Organ and Tissue Donation
Thousands of people are waiting for a lifesaving or life enhancing organ, 
tissue or cornea transplant. Licensed drivers in the state of Minnesota can 
make a personal commitment to organ, tissue and eye donation. Driver’s 
license applications contain a section where you can indicate your wish to 
become a donor after death. This donor indication serves as your consent. 
It is important to discuss your decision with your family members, 
and make them aware of your wishes. Drivers under the age of 18 can 
participate in this program with their parents’ consent.

Organs and tissues that can be donated include heart, lungs, liver, 
kidney, pancreas, intestines, skin, heart valves, bone, and connective 
tissue. Organs are allocated to recipients based upon medical urgency, 
length of time waiting, genetic matching, and geography. 

For eye donation, the whole eye or the cornea can be donated. Eyes  
are distributed for transplant on a patient-based, fair, equitable system. 

The donation process does not prevent an open-casket funeral. Donors 
are treated with great care and dignity throughout the donation process. 
There is no charge for donation to the donor or the donor’s family.

For more information about donating organs or tissues, contact 
LifeSource at 1-888-5-DONATE (1-888-536-6283) or visit  
www.DonateLifeMn.org.

For information about donating whole eyes or corneas, contact the 
Minnesota	Lions	Eye	Bank	at	1-866-88-SIGHT	(1-866-887-4448)	 
or visit www.mnlionseyebank.org.
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